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MEMORANDUM TO AMBASSADOR COLLINS 
Subject : General Phuong 


1* General Phuong has sent me a message (at 1410 this afternoon) 
that he will make a public statement either this afternoon or 
tomorrow morning# The public statement will teU the exact French 
role with the Binh Xuyen, the falsity of French statements that they 
have given Phuong 15,000 rifles, and that Phuong is thoroughly 
committed to the support of Ngo Dinh Diem and so are his troops# 

2 e General Phuong has asked to see me# I have set a time for much 
later on today, to see him# 

3# It occurs to me that General Phuong* s statement can be discounted 
by the statements of various people to you# Therefore, is there some 
action he can undertake now which would prove to you that he is really 
loyal? If there is, I can put it up to him squarely when I see him to 
undertake such an action# We could then estimate the current situation' 
with more accuracy, 

** 

4* Phuong* s troops are pretty well spread out over nearly 21 
provinces at the moment# Trinh Minh The*s two battalions are still 
near the city. Incidentally, Trinh Minh The is suffering from a fairly 
severe- attack of malaria today# 


copies to: General 0*Daniel 

Mr Cooley 
Mr Kidder 


EDWARD G LANSDALE 
Colonel USAF 
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